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The Pre-Monarchy
(Joshua, Judges, Ruth)
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Joshua
(Conquest)



God commissions Joshua (1:1-9)



The conquest (1:10-12:24)



Settling the land (13-22)



Joshua's charge and the renewal of
the covenant (23:1-24:28)



The death of Joshua (24:29-33)
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Joshua: Reflections

God fulfills his promises

6

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

8

2

3/10/2021

Joshua: Reflections

Courage

No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of
your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I
will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous,
for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I
swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very
courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that
Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to
the right hand or to the left, that you may have good
success wherever you go…
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Joshua: Reflections

Courage
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will
have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever
you go.
(Joshua 1:5-9)
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Joshua: Reflections

God’s impartiality
When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his
hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for
our adversaries?” And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the
army of the Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to
his servant?” And the commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua,
“Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. (Joshua 5:13-15)
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Joshua: Reflections

Community effects of sin
But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the
devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi,
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned
against the people of Israel. (Joshua 7:1)
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Joshua: Reflections

Dependency upon God
So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask
counsel from the LORD. And Joshua made peace with them
and made a covenant with them, to let them live, and the
leaders of the congregation swore to them. At the end of
three days after they had made a covenant with them, they
heard that they were their neighbors and that they lived
among them.
(Joshua 9:14-16)
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Joshua: Reflections

Danger of assimilation
Be very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God. For if you
turn back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining
among you and make marriages with them, so that you associate
with them and they with you, know for certain that the LORD
your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, but
they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and
thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good ground that
the LORD your God has given you. (Joshua 23:11-13)
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Joshua: Reflections

God judges sin
Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But
I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward
they shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go
to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And
they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Genesis 15:13-16)
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Joshua: Reflections

God judges sin
There were some present at that very time who told him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you
think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
likewise perish.” (Luke 13:1-5)
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Joshua: Reflections

God judges sin
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not
escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less
will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time
his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I
will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet
once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is,
things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be
shaken may remain…
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Joshua: Reflections

God judges sin
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.
(Hebrews 12:25-29)
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Joshua: Reflections

Further reflections


Serving God is about real life



Life is serious



God uses people to fulfill his purposes
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Judges
(Confusion)



Introduction to the Book
(1:1-2:15)



The Judges (2:16-16:31)



Rising Chaos (17:1-21:25)
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Book of Judges

What is a Judge?

 שֹּׁ פֵט/ שֹׁ פְ ִטים
shofet
Judge

Shoftim
Judges
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Book of Judges

The Sin Cycle
Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the
hand of those who plundered them.Yet they did not listen to
their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to
them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers
had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD,
and they did not do so…
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Book of Judges

The Sin Cycle
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the Lord was
with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies
all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by
their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them.
But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more
corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them
and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their
practices or their stubborn ways. (Judges 2:16-19)
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The Book of Judges

Key Judges


Deborah (4:1-5:31)



Gideon (6:1-8:35 )



Abimelech (9:1-57)



Jephthah (10:6-12:7)



Samson (13:1-16:31)
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Judges: Memorable Moments
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Ehud’s treachery
Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, and the LORD raised
up for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a lefthanded man. The people of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the
king of Moab. And Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a
cubit in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes.
And he presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was
a very fat man. And when Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he
sent away the people who carried the tribute.
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Ehud’s treachery
But he himself turned back at the idols near Gilgal and said, “I have a
secret message for you, O king.” And he commanded, “Silence.” And
all his attendants went out from his presence. And Ehud came to him
as he was sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. And Ehud said, “I
have a message from God for you.” And he arose from his seat. And
Ehud reached with his left hand, took the sword from his right thigh,
and thrust it into his belly. And the hilt also went in after the blade,
and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of
his belly; and the dung came out.
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Ehud’s treachery
Then Ehud went out into the porch and closed the doors of the roof
chamber behind him and locked them. When he had gone, the
servants came, and when they saw that the doors of the roof chamber
were locked, they thought, “Surely he is relieving himself in the closet
of the cool chamber.” And they waited till they were embarrassed. But
when he still did not open the doors of the roof chamber, they took
the key and opened them, and there lay their lord dead on the floor.
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Judges: Memorable Moments

A little bit of milk is all it takes
But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the
Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the
house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said
to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid.” So he
turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. And
he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.”
So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him...
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Judges: Memorable Moments

A little bit of milk is all it takes
And he said to her, “Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man
comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say, ‘No.’” But Jael the wife of
Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she
went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went
down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness.
So he died. And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to
meet him and said to him, “Come, and I will show you the man
whom you are seeking.” So he went in to her tent, and there lay
Sisera dead, with the tent peg in his temple. (Judges 4:17-22)
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Judges: Memorable Moments

A little bit of milk is all it takes
Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, of tentdwelling women most blessed. He asked for water and she gave him
milk; she brought him curds in a noble's bowl. She sent her hand to
the tent peg and her right hand to the workmen's mallet; she struck
Sisera; she crushed his head; she shattered and pierced his temple.
Between her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still; between her feet he sank,
he fell; where he sank, there he fell—dead. (Judges 5:24-27)
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Pronunciation can kill you
Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim.
And the men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because they said, “You are
fugitives of Ephraim, you Gileadites, in the midst of Ephraim and
Manasseh.” And the Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan against
the Ephraimites. And when any of the fugitives of Ephraim said, “Let me
go over,” the men of Gilead said to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?”
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Pronunciation can kill you
When he said, “No,” they said to him, “Then say Shibboleth,” and he
said, “Sibboleth,” for he could not pronounce it right. Then they seized
him and slaughtered him at the fords of the Jordan. At that time
42,000 of the Ephraimites fell.
(Judges 12:4-6)
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Judges: Memorable Moments

More effective in death than in life
Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “O LORD God, please
remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I
may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes.” And Samson
grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and he
leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the one and his left
hand on the other. And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.”
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Judges: Memorable Moments

More effective in death than in life
Then he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell upon the
lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he
killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during
his life.
(Judges 16:28-30)
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Complete moral decline

As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city,
worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they
said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who
came into your house, that we may know him.” And the man, the
master of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my
brothers, do not act so wickedly; since this man has come into my
house, do not do this vile thing. Behold, here are my virgin daughter
and his concubine. Let me bring them out now. Violate them and
do with them what seems good to you, but against this man
do not do this outrageous thing”…
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Judges: Memorable Moments

Complete moral decline
But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his
concubine and made her go out to them. And they knew her and
abused her all night until the morning. And as the dawn began to
break, they let her go. And as morning appeared, the woman came
and fell down at the door of the man's house where her master was,
until it was light. And her master rose up in the morning, and when
he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way,
behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house,
with her hands on the threshold...
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Complete moral decline
He said to her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there was no answer.
Then he put her on the donkey, and the man rose up and went away
to his home. And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and
taking hold of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb, into
twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel. And
all who saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been seen
from the day that the people of Israel came up out of the land of
Egypt until this day; consider it, take counsel, and speak.”
(Judges 19:22-30)
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Pre-Monarchy: Judges

Anarchy
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what
was right in his own eyes.
(Judges 21:25)
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Pre-Monarchy: Judges

Anarchy
Confusion
Chaos

Sin

Selfishness
Strife

Death
War
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Pre-Monarchy: Judges

Anarchy
How different from today?
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Prologue: From Bethlehem to
Moab (1:1-5)

Ruth
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Ruth

Time of the Judges
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the
land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. (Ruth 1:1)
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Ruth

Naomi’s faith
Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that
the Lord had visited his people and given them food. (Ruth 1:6)
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Ruth

Ruth's ingrafting
And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people
and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do
not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For
where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge.Your
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I
will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and
more also if anything but death parts me from you.” And when
Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no
more.
(Ruth 1:15-18)
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Ruth

God's purposes

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I
not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you? Is not Boaz our
relative, with whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing
barley tonight at the threshing floor. Wash therefore and anoint
yourself, and put on your cloak and go down to the threshing floor,
but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking. But when he lies down, observe the place
where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he
will tell you what to do.” And she replied, “All that you say
I will do.”
(Ruth 3:1-5)
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Ruth

Generational blessings
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her,
and the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the
women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you
this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in
Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your
old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to
you than seven sons, has given birth to him.”
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Ruth

Generational blessings
Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his
nurse. And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name,
saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed.
He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. (Ruth 4:13-17)
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